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Waukesha County Commitment Process

Simplified Chapter 51 Process "Behind the Scenes"
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          Commit

Law enforcement 
takes dangerous, 
mentally ill person 

into custody, initiates 
detention

Subject remains in 
E.R. or transfers to 
medical or ICU until 

stable

Medical 
Clearanc

e

Diversion to crisis 
bed, supervised 

alternative, or home 
with monitoring

initial order is for up 
to six months.  

Periodic review 
assures compliance, 

stability

Inpatient stay 
arranged based on 

insurance, availability 

Re-evaluation next 
business day to 
determine need.  

Detention is dropped 
or continued by 

treatment director.

Proceed to probable cause 
hearing within 72 hours.
subject may stipulate to 

probable cause and enter into 
settlement agreement or  be 

released by court

Final hearing scheduled 
within 14 days, subject 

may return to I/P or 
follow-up O/P but must 
have two evaluations

outpatient care 
continues until term 

expires

Settlement agreement, 
like DPA, holds probable 

cause in abeyance for 
term of agreement up to 

90 days

hospital 
or 

diversion

continue 
detention?

If non-compliant or 
unstable, county may 
revoke, return to final 

hearing

Order may be extended 
annually for up to one 

year at a time with option 
for transfer to inpatient as 

warranted 

Subject may be 
released or acept 

voluntary follow-up

End

Commit 
or           

SA?

stable, 
Compliant?

stable, 
Compliant?

Per 2009 Act 28, 
County  must agree 

with hospital 
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